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Woody Plant Anatomy
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Woody Plant Anatomy

Epicormic Shoots

i AR bR
SRR

Water Sprouts




Woody Plant Anatomy

Epicormic Shoots

Suckers




Woody Plant Anatomy
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Pruning Objectives

SAFETY HEALTH APPEARANCE FUNCTION

e Reduce tree failure risk

* Provide clearance

e Reduce shade and wind resistance

 |nfluence flower or fruit production

e Improve a view

e Enhance aesthetics

Never prune without a clear, justifiable objective!!
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Pruning Cut Types
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Pruning Cut Types
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Pruning Dose and Timing

Dose — how much biomass is removed during pruning

Physiology
Photosynthesis
Growth regulators
Decay

Anatomy
Taper
Sunscald
Sprouting

Guidelines for Pruning Dose
Young trees:  1/3 leaf area

Immature trees: 1/4 |leaf area

Mature trees:  1/10 leaf area



Pruning Dose and Timing

TImIing —when pruning is performed during the year

Growth

Minimal impact: dormant season

Maximal impact: after spring growth flush
Wound Response

Bleeding: summer/fall

Closure: right before bud break
Pests

Borers: dormant season

Cankers: warm, dry season
Flowering

Old-growth: right after flowering

New-growth: right before flowering






























Purchasing Pruning Services

Do | need to purchase pruning services?

When you're unsure how to prune
When pruning requires your feet to leave the ground
When pruning requires a chain saw

How do | choose a service provider?

Get a referral
Confirm ISA Certified Arborist  (www.goodtreecare.com)

Get a written proposal
Pruning objective
Pruning type
Location, size range, and percentage of branches to be pruned
Clearance or reduction distance









