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Pruning Young Trees in the Nursery 
and the Landscape
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Learning Objectives
The audience will be able to:

• Explain the rationale for structural pruning

• Identify common types of tree structure 

problems

• Understand the causes and consequences 
for tree structure problems

• Prescribe techniques to prevent and correct 
tree structure problems

• Describe guiding principles of structural 
pruning practices



“Pruning is one of the best things an 
arborist can do for a tree, but one of the 

worst things we can do to a tree.”
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Summary and Discussion
The audience can:

• Explain the rationale for structural pruning

• Identify common types of tree structure 

problems

• Understand the causes and consequences 
for tree structure problems

• Prescribe techniques to prevent and correct 
tree structure problems

• Describe guiding principles of structural 
pruning practices


