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SESSION OVERVIEW 
• What are urban forests? 

• Why do they matter? 

• Group discussion 

• Share and reflect 
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• My take on urban forests 

• Call to action 



WHAT ARE URBAN FORESTS? 

Nationwide 

• 3.8 billion trees in urban areas 

• 74.4 billion trees in metropolitan areas 

• ¼ of nation’s total tree canopy cover 

Naturally occurring and planted trees 
found in and around areas of 

dense human settlement 



WHY DO THEY MATTER? 

Benefits 
& Assets 

Costs & 
Liabilities 

  

Social Context 

  

Political Context 

  

Economic Context 

  

Ecological Context 

Trees play key roles in urban ecosystems and 
influence our quality of life. 



GROUP DISCUSSION 



SHARE AND REFLECT 



1. Urban forests aren’t a nicety, they’re a 
neccisity. 

MY TAKE ON URBAN FORESTS 
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2. We need trees in cities, not just around cities. 
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3. Failure to plan is a plan for failure. 
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4. Urban forest diversity is the first line of 
defense. 

MY TAKE ON URBAN FORESTS 

HT
TP

S:
//

W
W

W
.A

M
ER

IC
AN

FO
RE

ST
S.

O
RG

/O
UR

-P
RO

G
RA

M
S/

UR
BA

N
FO

RE
ST

S 



5. Native trees are good; well-adapted trees 
are even better. 
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6. Trees need dirt! Lots of it! (nod to Jim Urban). 
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7. The simple act of planting a tree ain’t so 
simple. 
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8. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure because we have limited ability to cure. 
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9. Being big doesn’t neccessarily make trees 
dangerous. 
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10. It takes a village to raise an urban forest. 
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CALL TO ACTION 

• Never stop learning about urban 
forests and landscape trees. 

• Identify the special and unique ways 
that trees contribute to environmental 
sustainability and quality of life in 
your community. 

• Share these messages with others in 
your community to create high-value, 
sustainable urban forests for 
generations to come. 
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