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o Historical natural fire regimes

o Effects of fire suppression, 
demographics, and climate change on 
wildfire risk

o Concept of “defensible space” for 
protecting woodland homes from 
wildfire

o Landscape plant selection and 
maintenance

o Feedback from you about Fire Wise
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WILDFIRE RISKS
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o Over the past 15 years, the number of 
woodland homes developments in 
Virginia has increased from 524 to 
2,914 (source: dof.virginia.gov/fire/intro-forest-
prot.htm)

o The number of dwellings in those 
developments increased from 18,203 
to 138,111 (source: dof.virginia.gov/fire/intro-
forest-prot.htm)

o 2010 population: 8.00 million
2020 population: 8.81 million
2030 population: 9.64 million
(source: www.coopercenter.org/ 
demographics/virginia-population-projections)

WILDFIRE RISKS
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WILDFIRE RISKS
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WILDFIRE RISKS

www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/climate-fire.html
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DEFENSIBLE SPACE AGAINST WILDFIRE
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www.fire.sref.info
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http://firewise.org/wildfire-preparedness/be-firewise/home-and-landscape.aspx



OVERVIEW

RISK

DEFENSE

TAKE HOME

LANDSCAPE

FIREWISE LANDSCAPING

http://firewise.org/wildfire-preparedness/be-firewise/home-and-landscape.aspx



OVERVIEW

RISK

DEFENSE

TAKE HOME

LANDSCAPE

FIREWISE LANDSCAPING

http://firewise.org/wildfire-preparedness/be-firewise/home-and-landscape.aspx



CREATING FIREWISE COMMUNITIES

www.firewise.org/wildfire-preparedness.aspx
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o Virginia’s native forests are adapted to 
frequent, low-intensity fires

o Fire suppression, invasive pests/plants, 
demographic shifts, and climate change 
have altered the fire risk equation

o Individual property owners should 
employ the practice of defensible and 
space and use fire wise landscaping

o Fire Wise Communities is a national 
program for safeguarding landscapes 
holistically at larger geographic scale

TAKE HOME MESSAGES
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QUESTIONS & COMMENTS
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